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The past, has been an important week with us. The tools of power, suspecting that things were not going to their mind, in the general court, endeavored to influence the city to come into some measures for the payment of the tea. They had cabal after cabal, and conceited that they had extended their influence so far, that in a meeting of the tradesmen, held last Wednesday, one of the most plausible of them ventured to recommend it to their consideration. Some smart things were said, pro and con, on the subject; but it clearly appeared the general sense, to submit to all extremities, before a shadow of concession was extorted from them 5 much less, proposed by them: to crown this agreeable prospect, on Friday came on the adjournment of the town meeting; at which the citizens attended insuch numbers as filled the hall, inasmuch that many were forced to retire for want of room. Early in the meeting it was observed, that there had been much talk out of doors, as well as writing in the papers, concerning payment for the tea. It was there requested, that in case any gentleman had any thing to offer on the subject, he would speak freely; that a matter of so much importance, might be fairly discussed in the presence of the body of the people. But in vain were the -ZEschine called upon to expose propositions, fit only to be whispered in the conclave of our addressees, composed of a few men, who deserve better company, than the fry of Scotch pedlers, Sandemanians, and importers, to which they have unluckily joined themselves. Thus, administration, notwithstanding the terror of the fleets and armies already invading us, and hourly expected, have the mortification to find, that in neither the General Assembly of the Province, nor in the grand meeting of the Capitol, was a single symptom of inclination, to comply with their demands, tho' enforced by a distressing blockade.
I was yesterday informed that our Attorney-General, who is also Judge of Admiralty for Nova Scotia, and a grand instrument of the British Administration, was a few days back, at Salem, flattering the members, on whom he hoped to make any impression, to make even the least concession, respecting the payment for the tea. And it is said, the tories are now taking up a private subscription for that purpose. If they choose to do so silly a thing, we can not help it; but it will certainly be but a poor triumph for the Minister, if he may even be enabled to pretend, that a few of his own tools have lent their names to cover his defeat.
I am certainly informed, the soldiers desert in great num-